Great Lakes Triangle—Activity 3 of Three

What Happened Aboard
the Edmund Fitzgerald?

On November 10, 1975, the Great Lakes ore carrier Edmund
Fitgerald sank in the area of the Great Lakes Triangle. Though
its wreckage was found, no members of the ship's crew were
ever recovered. The sinking thus became not only a new piece of
the triangle's mystery; it became a human story as well.

Source

Strong emotions are often expressed more effectively through
an artistic creation than through spoken words. A violent painting or a joyful dance can communicate feelings that anyone can
understand. The deep sorrow felt in the lakes country when the
Edmund Fitgerald sank was expressed in a haunting ballad by
Canadian singer, Gordon Lightfoot.

This activity focuses on the use of the arts,
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OEAGLS EP-17C, The Great Lakes Triangle, by Rosanne W. Fortner and Daniel
W. Jax.

Earth Systems Understanding

Materials
• Recording of Gordon Lightfoot's "The
Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald."
• Words to that song.
• Pencil or Pen.

The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald
The legend lives on from the Chippewa on down
of the big lake they call "Gitche Gumee."
The lake, it is said, never gives up her dead
when the skies of November turn gloomy.
With a load of iron ore twenty-six thousand tons more
than the Edmund Fitzgerald weighed empty,
That good ship and true was a bone to be chewed
when the "Gales of November" cam early.

Does anyone know where the love of God goes
when the words turn the minutes to hours?
The searchers all say they'd have made Whitefish Bay
if they'd put fifteen more miles behind 'er.
They might have split up or they might have capsized;
they may have broke deep and took water.
And all that remains is the faces and the names
of the wives and the sons and the daughters.

The ship was the pride of the American side
coming back from some mill in Wisconsin.
As the big freighters go it was bigger than most
with a crew and good captain well seasoned,
Concluding some terms with a couple of steel firms
when they left fully loaded for Cleveland.
And later that night when the ship's bell rang
could it be the north wind they'd been feelin'?

Lake Huron rolls, Superior sings
in the rooms of her ice water mansion.
Old Michigan steams like a young man's dreams;
the islands and bays are for sportsmen.
And farther below Lake Ontario
takes in what Lake Erie can send her,
And the iron boats go as the mariners all know
with the Gales of November remembered.

The wind in the wires made a tattle-tale sound
and a wave broke over the railing.
And ev'ry man knew as the captain did too
'twas the witch of November come stealin'.
The dawn came late and the breakfast had to wait
when the Gales of November came slashin'.
When afternoon came it was freezin' rain
in the face of a hurricane west wind.

In a musty old hall in Detroit they prayed,
in the "Maritime Sailors' Cathedral."
The church bell chimed 'til it rang twenty-nine times
for each man on the Edmund Fitzgerald.
The legend lives on from the Chippewa on down
of the big lake they call "Gitche Gumee."
"Superior," they said, "never gives up her dead
when the Gales of November come early!"
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When suppertime came the old cook came on deck
sayin', "Fellas, it's too rough t' feed ya."
At 7:00 p.m. a main hatchway caved in;
he said, "Fellas, it's been good t' know ya."
The captain wired in he had water comin' in
and the good ship and crew was in peril.
And later that night when 'is lights went outta sight
came the wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald.
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Objectives
In completing this activity you should be able to:

Answers
1.

Student feelings will differ but will probably be expressed as worried feelings
followed by sadness.

A. The singer's voice is low and clear. "He
sounds sad," many students say.
B. The tempo is very slow and rhythmic. It
seems to roll and lumber along.
C. The instrument is a steel guitar. The
rhythmic rise and fall is created with a
"bottle slide."
D. Background sounds are like storm waves
rising and breaking against the ship.
After the ship sinks, storm waves are no
longer heard.
E. Lyrics that create a mood include: never
gives up her dead, gloomy, a bone to be
chewed, the witch of November, slashin',
peril, the words turn the minutes to
hours, etc.

•

Give examples of the amount of information that can be
conveyed in memorable form in a song.

•

Describe how music can convey emotions.

•

Use the ideas from a song in your personal writing.

Procedure
1. Listen to the recording. How does it make you feel? For
each of the following things about the song, tell how it helps
to produce this general feeling:
A. The singer's voice.
B. The tempo (how fast the song is).
C. The instrument being played.
D. Sounds in the background.
E. The words (list words or phrases that help create the
feeling.

There are more things in

2. Imagine that you are aboard the Fitzgerald on the night of
the storm. The darkness and the cold rain are uncomfortable,
but until now no one had doubted that you will reach your
destination. The song reports that "at 7:00 p.m. a main hatchway caved in." Write a one-page description of what you
might have witnessed aboard the ship as it sank. This can
be done as if you are recording events in a diary or writing
a last letter to a friend. Since you have probably decided for
yourself what must have happened that night, this is a way
of providing the world with an "eyewitness" account of the
events.

heaven and earth...than

Extension

are dreamt of in our
philosophy.
-Shakespeare
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The last messages from ships and planes that have disappeared
are examined in Berlitz's book, Without a Trace, a follow-up to
The Bermuda Triangle. The book also includes the testimony of
witnesses and survivors,enlarging the mystery of the Triangle.
As you read these accounts, search for ways to explain the happenings naturally. Both Berlitz's and Gourley's books imply that
forces from outer space are responsible for triangle disappearances. Though this idea is an interesting one, most scientists
would tell us that science fact is stranger than science fiction. It
is very likely that some natural factors such as those you investigated in this activity have been responsible for disappearances in
both the Great Lakes and the Bermuda Triangles.
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